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““
The Community Foundation of 
Oyster Bay 

The greatness of a community is most 
accurately measured by the compas-

sionate actions of its members. 
-- Coretta Scott King

The sole mission of The Community Foundation of 
Oyster Bay (CFOB) is fund-raising for philanthropic 
organizations that promote the welfare of people liv-
ing in Oyster Bay and the surrounding neighborhoods. 
Nearly 70 years ago, a group of concerned citizens 
headed by Theodore Roosevelt’s daughter Ethel 
Derby and George and Abby O’Neill saw a need in the 
community and started what they called the Stop Gap 
Fund. In 1965, the state of New York was looking for 
a way to support a Head Start program in the area. 
The Stop Gap fund was incorporated and became the 
Community Foundation of Oyster Bay. Last year over 
31,000 people participated in the programs offered 
by the organizations the Community Foundation sup-
ports. These organizations include: Youth & Family 
Counseling, Parent-Child Home program, Hispanic 
Cultural Center, Life Enrichment Center, Main Street 
Association, Waterfront Center, Community Social 
Action Committee and YFCA Summer Experience.

Abby O’Neill always impressed upon the foundation’s 
trustees that the great privilege of living in a commu-
nity like ours comes with the equally great responsi-
bility to nurture that community and be willing to vol-
unteer time and resources to help those less fortunate.

Board member Elizabeth Feldman understands the 
CFOB’s unique role in the community: “ I have lived in 
Upper Brookville since 1986 and the area’s beauty has 
always brought us great happiness. We are definitely 
blessed and know that. However, my participation on 
the board of the Community Foundation of Oyster 
Bay has opened my eyes to the fact that we have less 
fortunate neighbors, young and old, who for many 
individual reasons and circumstances cannot afford 
basic and important life-enhancing programs.”

A summer ritual, The Garden Party, along with the 
annual fund drive, are the only fundraisers for the 
year. This year, the Garden Party was held on the 
grounds of the beautiful home of trustee Michelle 
Gokey and her husband Tim, and co-chaired by Julia 

Deming Vaughn and Elizabeth Feldman and welcomed over 225 guests. The goal 
of the event is both friend- and fund-raising. It is the trustees’ unique opportunity 
to reach out in person to neighbors and educate them about the great needs in the 
community, and those organizations that have been created to help meet those 
needs. The guests are asked to bring non-perishable food items and toiletries 
which are then donated to the food pantry at YFCA.

Abby O’Neill passed away in 2017 but the current board works to honor her 
and her husband George’s vision: the foundation is to be independent, not 
political, be able to identify, discuss and evaluate local issues of need, find or 
formulate local solutions, and raise the money necessary to implement and 
support programs that address these needs.

Volunteers and new ideas are always welcome. The Community Foundation of 
Oyster Bay encourages donations and requests for funding consistent with its 
mission to its website, https://oysterbaycf.org/.
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