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“The greatness of a community 
is most accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions of its 
members.”  --Coretta Scott King

The sole mission of The Community 
Foundation of Oyster Bay (CFOB) is 
fundraising for philanthropic organi-
zations that promote the welfare of 
people living in Oyster Bay and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. Nearly 
70 years ago, a group of concerned 
citizens headed by Theodore Roo-
sevelt’s daughter Ethel Derby and 
George and Abby O’Neill saw a need 
in the community and started what 
they called the Stop Gap Fund. In 
1965, the state of New York was look-
ing for a way to support a Head Start 
program in the area. The Stop Gap 
fund was incorporated and became 
the Community Foundation of Oyster 
Bay. Last year over 31,000 people 
participated in the programs offered 
by the organizations the Community 
Foundation supports. These organiza-
tions include Youth & Family Coun-

seling, Parent-Child Home program, Hispanic Cul-
tural Center, Life Enrichment Center, Main Street 
Association, Waterfront Center, Community Social 
Action Committee and YFCA Summer Experience.

Abby O’Neill always impressed upon the founda-
tion’s trustees that the great privilege of living in a 
community like ours comes with the equally great 
responsibility to nurture that community and be 
willing to volunteer time and resources to help 
those less fortunate. Current Board President Cathy 
Hogg, who joined the board in 2011 and whose 
mandate is to secure a plan for the future, says, 
“One of the biggest challenges the board faces lies 
in educating those who live in and around beautiful 
and affluent Oyster Bay about what the Community 
Foundation is and why people should support its 
efforts to protect services and programs integral to 
the well-being of their neighbors.”

Over many decades, under the stewardship of 
Abby and George O’Neill who were at the heart of 
the work done by the Foundation and the principal 
donors since its inception, the organization grew 
to what it is today. In 2006, the O’Neills passed 
active leadership on to a new generation includ-
ing their daughter, Gail O’Neill Caulkins. “After 
serving on the board of the CFOB for the past seven 

years, I have come to appreciate the 
importance of this organization to 
the well-being of the under-served 
residents of Oyster Bay. Without this 
safety net, one can only imagine how 
many people might not have received 
the necessary support during difficult 
times in their lives. I am proud of my 
parents and Ethel Derby who saw the 
need in their community in 1965 and 
then worked together creating the 
CFOB to fill that need. “

The Community Foundation is a 
valued partner of these organiza-
tions they support, which rely on 
Foundation grants to help sustain the 
important work they do by decreas-
ing their fundraising burden. All the 
money the Foundation raises and dis-
tributes comes from local benefac-
tors. The board of 16 area residents 
continually evaluates the needs of 
the local community in an effort to 
best serve those needs by channeling 
resources to existing as well as new 
programs and services.
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Former trustee and current admin-
istrator Susan Sheeline states, “The 
Community Foundation of Oyster 
Bay has been a part of our family’s 
life since we moved to Oyster Bay in 
1998. I was asked to be on the board 
when my youngest were still toddlers 
and from that day on I never looked 
back. CFOB is the backbone of philan-
thropy in this community.”

Cathy Hogg’s goal is to enlist more local 
residents, especially the next genera-
tion, to get involved in their community.

Julia Deming Vaughn is a member of 
that next generation. Julia grew up 
in the Cove and went to East Woods 
School. She joined the board fol-
lowing in the footsteps of her father, 
David Deming, who served as board 
president. “I have had the honor of 
being a board member since 2015. I 
spent my entire early life in Oyster 
Bay and returned to the area after 
college. It has been such a humbling 
experience to be a member of the 

Board because I have learned so much about the 
various needs within our community. I am so proud 
to be part of a community that takes care of each 
other. I welcome the opportunity to represent the 
next generation of neighbors helping each other.”

A summer ritual, The Garden Party, along with the 
annual fund drive, are the only fundraisers for the 
year. The tradition began at the home of founders, 
Abby and George O’Neill, and most recently the 
Garden Party has been held at the homes of one 
of the CFOB trustees. This year, the Garden Party 
was held on the grounds of the beautiful home of 
trustee Michelle Gokey and her husband Tim, and 
co-chaired by Julia Deming Vaughn and Elizabeth 
Feldman and welcomed over 225 guests. The goal of 
the event is both friend- and fund-raising. It is the 
trustees’ unique opportunity to reach out in person 
to neighbors and educate them about the great needs 
in the community, and those organizations that have 
been created to help meet those needs.  The guests 
are asked to bring non-perishable food items and 
toiletries which are then donated to the food pantry 
at the Youth & Family Counseling Agency.

Former President Joseph Donohue states, “When 
I was president and provided introductory com-
ments at our annual Garden Party, I often said that 

all of the canned goods and other 
household items brought to our 
gathering would be consumed within 
two miles of our hosts’ house. This 
really proved to the attendees that 
giving to the CFOB was anything but 
an abstract concept.”

Abby O’Neill passed away in 2017 
but the current board works to honor 
her and her husband George’s vision: 
the foundation is to be independent, 
not political, be able to identify, 
discuss and evaluate local issues of 
need, find or formulate local solu-
tions, and raise the money necessary 
to implement and support programs 
that address these needs.

Volunteers and new ideas are always 
welcome. The Community Foundation 
of Oyster Bay encourages donations 
and requests for funding consis-
tent with its mission to its website, 
https://oysterbaycf.org/.
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